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In a recent exclusive interview with Cuban news agency Prensa Latina at the presidential residence
in San Salvador, Acting President Rodolfo Castillo Claramount responded to questions on the
country's political future and related issues. Highlights of Castillo's statements are summarized
below. *The Salvadoran people's most "heartfelt desire" is to see an end to the eight-year war.
Castillo personally favors political dialogue as the means to this end. * A military coup in El
Salvador is unlikely. * Victory by the National Republican Alliance (ARENA) in the March 1989
presidential elections would lead the country into generalized war. "Many Salvadorans are
frightened by the prospect of an ARENA presidential victory since this would mean a reversal of the
democratization process." * The first phase of the government's current peace talk initiative seeks
the formation of a basic platform formulated by the Christian Democrats and ARENA. This platform
would then be discussed and revised by all political sectors, and presented to the FMLN-FDR. *
On arranging peace talks, the Roman Catholic Church has the same objective as the government,
although its methods would be different. The Church, nonetheless, has Christian Democrat support.
* ARENA has spoken of a peace plan "which we know nothing about because they have never
spelled it out. They want to unleash in the Legislative Assembly a forum of discussion and dialogue.
We acknowledge there may be a positive element in that." * In reference to proposals by the
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) and the Democratic Revolutionary Front (FDR)
presented in February and May, it would be "best to wait and see what happens in the dialogues
organized by the Church and possibly in others that may take place in the Assembly." [After the
government rejected the FMLN-FDR's February proposal, the alliance presented another in May.
The latter expressed willingness to convene with lawmakers from the three parties represented in
the Assembly.] * Divisions within the Christian Democrat party were attributed to the party's defeat
by ARENA in municipal and national legislative elections in March. * In reference to the recent
increase in death squad activity: "In the early 1980s, the death squads were protected by the security
forces. This is no longer the case. The actions of these groups at present whether civilians or military
personnel take place independently of the will of the government, the armed forces, and other
elements of state security. * The possible participation in the upcoming presidential elections by the
Democratic Convergence is "very positive." The Convergence parties are "generating political space
for rational...debate, in contrast to violence and confrontation." Thus far, the Convergence consists
of the Popular Christian, National Revolutionary Movement and Social Democrat parties. (Basic
data from Prensa Latina, 06/28/88)
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